by Peter Breinig

Volunteer wildlife rescuers waded into the surf at a Bolinas beach to bring in some of the oil-sodden birds

Thousands Join the Rescqe

By Scott Thysber

Thousands of volunteers
immersed themselves yes-
terday in an arduous,
messy and sometimes
hopeless effort to save
the countless waterfowl
drenched with gooey oil
after Monday's big spill.

Singly or in organized pa-
trols, they stalked the beach-
es. coves and precipitous

shoreline areas of San Fran-
cisco Bay and nearby ocean-
front areas in search of oil-
soaked birds.

Then they took them to the
many receiving stations
which sprang up overnight
around the bay — stations
where the birds were given
intensive trea t, or held
for transfer to a 'freatment
center

Despite eflorts to the con-
trary, the campaign still was
largely uncoordinated yester-
day

And helpful volunteers far
outnumbered oily birds iIn
hand

It was impossible to esti
mate the number of birds
coated with oil, fatally or
otherwise

Those+involved in the

collection and treatment pro-
cess would only estimate the
soaked _ birds in the
hundreds-”

A major effort to coordi
nate the bird-rescue effort
was being made by a team of
officials of the State Depart
ment of Fish and Game
veterans of the 1969 Santa
Barbara disaster — headed
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Birds collected at the
SPCA here and the Long
Wharf in Richmond were

; Most of these birds,
| cleaned or nof, were eventu-
| ally taken to one of the three
main centers named by the
Fish and Game Depart.
| ments.
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| Fish and Game spokesmen | the Richardson Bay Wildlife
| said is superior to mineral |Sanctuary, said yesterday
' oil. | volunteers for the collec-
Whatever the cleaning tiofkcleanup effort were plen-

sanctuary.

No oil had reached the |
sanctuary yesterday. "l‘hou[
sands of birds had taken ref-

A collection station also |
was being set up at Pacifica
on the south coast
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