' Assessing the Toll

~ Cautious Hopes
On Oil Damage

) By David Perlman

i Setence ( orrespondent

Sea birds have died by the hundreds in the bay's
 biggest oil spill, and the toll among the creatures of
; coastal tide pools and estuarine mudflats is unknown.
L But despite the tragedy of living organisms lost
i {10 an acute -episede of man-made pollution, ecologists
* lare hopeful thay'most of the oil-damaged areas around
- |San Franciseo will recover

! |swiftly - and that their More oil slick
- |complex web of life will " dew
* | flourish again. on Page 2.

Their optimism is based on

o! several foundations
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1| catth  GU-OgRNL, CO6 Oil Co. | M Organism the sea is abun-

o ding Standar M" erissy. | dantly able to withstand sev-
“‘”"‘u::'m' oil wells.'m shock — if the shock is

unlike leaking limited in time and space

d | off Santa Barbara

¢ “That seems Lo be the case

e T . around San Francisco.”

5| .Along the t. the Biologists were working on

d| action of tides and winte: several fronts yesterday to

1| waves should assess the impact of the oll

i-| flush deposits A spill. both immediate and
of oil out of long-term :

5 | tide pools and § News The most visible damage,
off beaches of course, was to sea birds.

" | fairly rapidly. § Analysis} gpobert W Lassen, a wildlite

.| And despite biologist with the State De.-

the devastation wrought to partment of Fish and Game.
countless individual animals axas coordinating bird rescue
on beaches. rocks. pilings See-Back Page
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can be released. By then,
Lassen said. the birds either

vity, or acquire
such tame ts they can no
longer fend for themselves in

“ | the wild.

DEATHS
In Santa Barbara two

' | years ago Polycomiplex was

used to treat most of the

e

Damage

move away or starve lo

area.
aig Hansen. naturalist at
no one really knows the College of Marin Marine
| much about the effects ol oil Laboratory in Bolinas. said
on the microscopic planis he hopes to survey the two
|and animals that make up rich life zones next week.
the first steps in the t0od ' and to determine whether
| chain. i ! '
ALGAE

But larger algae, includng | To most scientists inter-
'the common seaweeds, seem 'viewed yesterday there is a
able to anchor themselves to | subtle irony about this oil
the clumps of tar that settle | spill, and they all mentioned

onto rocks from evaporating ' it.

t | birds, and while a few spec- | 5j] glicks. And even inatide ' Crashing- tankers and

)

‘les did relatively well, more
| than 97 per cent of the treat-

ed birds died from stress,
shock, infectious disease or
pneumonia

The state now plans to use
two facilities — San Francis-

" co Zoo and the game farm at

Yountville — to shelter all
treated birds, and to release
them as soon as feasible,
Lassen said. Speed is essen-

| tial to keep the tender feet of

pool where life has been | dying birds create an air of
smothered by a flood of oil, ' eriSis and the public respond
Hand said, a new colony of with dedication, they noted.
algea will soon attract the But far more damage strikes
“primary grazers' that will the sea and its life from pes-
populate the pool anew licides and mercury and lead
What happens beyond the  and all the other human pol-
low tide line is more of a |utants that flow from farm
' mystery. Here starfish live, | and city every day. ’
for example, and they move | Here, however, the crisis
up into mussel beds to eat. has been building for years
But if mussels are killed off — and only now is it dim
'by oil, then starfish must | '




