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By Duffy Jennings
A Coast Guardsman
watched the minute -by-
'| minute collision course of
‘| the two ill-fated Standard
Oil tankers on his radar
| scanner — but was power-
less to prevent the colli-

Radar Saw S:h\ips Converge
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tions — were clearly defined
yesterday by Lieutenant
James L. MacDonald, the fa-
cility’s 29-year-old officer in
| charge.

!ol 10-12 knots,
(1000 yards every three min-
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“A m.nhip location is
available immediately. We

Its purpose — and limita- | know where it all is. But nor- |

mally ships move at a speed |
that's about |

s.
“A thousand yards is a

| “The only information we |Pretty long way. But by the

| provide is strictly advisory,” | ime we contacted a ship, |
! ge said. ““The pizm mgee transmitted the information, |
| to use it — or not to use jt — | and got the two ships in com- |
| as they see fit. munication with each other, |
| “We give no conjecture or | it Would probably be too
| opinions. Tn fact, most of our |

|

| communication with ships | “One problem is that ships |

begins with the words. ‘the | I the “harbor " change their |/

radar shows
MORNING

But that morning, the ra- |
darman didn't even’)uve al
chance to say that. !

Because the Coast Guard
| has no authority to exercise |
| any controls over bay ship- |
ping traffic, it may not redi- |
rect any vessel, but merely |
provide information about it |
to other ships which may be
in the area

“As a ship comes in, the
| pilot calls to let us know that
'he is passing a certain re-|
porting point,"explained|
Ilacl';t.)d “But these are |
strictly voluntary reporting
points. We only request tlutl
he contact us, we can't force |
him to.”

“If he doesn't, we'll still
see him on the radar, but we |
won't know who he is, how|

course and speed so fre-
quently, it's almost impossi- |
ble to predict a collision on|
radar until it happens,” said |
MacDonald. 4
The prefect, the only one of ||
its kind operated by the |
Coast Guard in the United |
States, was set up here in
conjunction with the existing
Marine Exchange, which has
been instrumental in early es- ||
tablishment of bridge |
to-bridge. or ship-to-ship, ||
communications. ‘
But even when.the radar-
man on duty the morning of '
the tanker collision attempt- |
ed to contact the outbound |
Oregon Standard, he was un- |
able to do so. [,
“The Oregon notified mi
when she left the Richmond
Long Wharf,” said MacDon- |
ald, “but we lost radio con- |/
tact after that.” [
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